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Designing Interiors is Art and Science

By MARIE CHAN, ASID

In planning the space layout, Noise reduction can be One should select the color
both the short and long termachieved through the use opalette and light source with a
goals of the occupants need to bsound absorbent materials on aBpecific purpose in  mind:
addressed, so that all informatiorsurfaces where sound waves camhether it is to produce an invit-
gathered regarding their dailybounce from, namely the win-ing environment that encourages
operations can be tempered bgows, walls, ceiling, floor, light- repeated visits, to make an object
the reality of future demands.ing fixtures and furnishings. Ad-stand out from its background, or
The relationships of activitiesditionally, a design that requiresto produce a safe and efficient
within a specific room and be-strict privacy can also have thework condition.
tween a series of spaces have thoice of adopting a variety of
be analyzed to establish logicatonstruction details and soun To meet the chalienge of the
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adjacency criteria. masking devices throughout theos’ Interior deS|gn_ IS Increas-
space ingly technology driven. More
S .

Space planning that observe than ever before, differences in
task sequencing will facilitate Lighting is an integral elementquality or durability may not be
work flow, and eliminate redun-of any functional interior. Yet the discernible to the naked eye. As a
dant backtracking in the course ofjuality and quantity of light haveresult, designers have to be
the day's activities. often been tackled so haphazknowledgeable of the latest
.ardly that it hardly ever suits themanufacturing techniques when

Ergonomics has gained promi-. "~ ; '
9 9 P user's needs. evaluating a product's ease of

Life for the twentieth century nence as a field that affects eve- maintenance and life cycle for

man is a ritual punctuated by higythl_ng from produc'_[ de_5|gn, to S_C|ent|f|c_ally, j[he IES_ (Mumi- calculation of its subsequent re-
continuous  procession througH‘urmture layout and interior con-nating Engineering Society) hav

! - . S ?}urn on investment.
man-made environments. It jsStruction.  Efficiency — studies, guidelines on  recommende
ironic that, given these structure§|05_e|y tied to th@s field, enable alighting levels for a wide range of Als_o notablg are advances in
so intimately affect one's prOfes_de3|gner to con_flgu_re WOI.’k area$§1sks. L}nfortunately, _the percgpthe_ industry I!ke smudge—proof
sional and personal life, the aver@nd specify their dimensions fortion of light in the environment is laminates, stain resistant carpet
age person still invests littje PESt job performance. not solely objective. _The humanyarns, aqd fiber protection sys-
thought or financial resources to |t is also through the help ofeYe also evaluates its surroundems, which address the furnish-

ensure that the surroundings argrgonomics  that specializeajngs in context of each lightings' maintenance and appearance
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fashioned to suit his needs. populations such as the disablegOUTce’s color_ renderlng. It mayretention aspects.
: L even react to lighting as a behav- . I
Time has come for interior de-young, or elderly, can be servedi.Oral cue As predicted by John Naisbitt
sign, often maligned as the "pil-The interior environment can be ' of Megatrends, society has ex-

low fluffing" profession, to stand made more "user friendly” via In an earlier study, it was foundploded from an either/or culture
up and be counted as not only athis approach of customizing allthat executive performance deto one comprised of a multitude
art, but a science that, if appliedurniture, fixture, and equipmentclined under uniform lighting of options. The proliferation of

appropriately, will benefit all height and space specificationsvhile clerical staff favored rou- goods and services available to
facets of the users' daily lives. ~ according to the users' needs.  tine work under such conditions. the professional designer is a firm

Often overlooked is the fact The presence of sound, or Color and light, as discussed i'gl?r?;amt?rg;téotrirrﬁphdeigeplyc()eergi)lt.

thap for th_e interiors to work, anoise, depend.mg on the contextny previous article, are so heavfhis awareness of the NuUMerous
variety of issues have to be sucef discussion, is ever pervasive iily intertwined, that the discus- ossibilities from which the cli-
cessfully resolved. Some of thes¢he interior environment. Thesion of one will be incompletep :

) ; . " ) - ent and designer together can
include: space planning, humarability of people to screen outwithout the other. It is |mp0rtantf : :

X . . ) ) . i .~ .forge a new dimension towards
engineering (ergonomics), acousdistractions varies, but their conto understand that an object?he era of trulv USer-responsive
tics, lighting, color physiology centration and productivity usu-color is determined by the type o nvironments y P
and psychology, as well as mainally suffer from inadequate lamp used, as well as its inherent '
tenance and life cycle expectanacoustical control. texture and porosity.

cies on the furnishings.




